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In 2008, the Western Water Assessment (WWA) and the Colorado Water Conservation Board 
(CWCB) released the first Climate Change in Colorado report. Since then, a new set of global 
climate model results has been produced, and many new climate change studies relevant to our 
region have been conducted. This past August, WWA and CWCB released the updated Climate 
Change in Colorado report, which incorporates these new studies and datasets. While the key 
findings presented are not significantly different than in 2008, the updated report explores 
additional nuances of the projected future climate and hydrology. Those projections indicate 
that critical aspects of water supply and water use in Colorado are likely to change by mid-
century, with changes in runoff timing (earlier), summer streamflow (lower), and crop water use 
(higher) being more certain than changes in annual streamflow. The overall uncertainties in the 
projected futures for the state point to the need for new approaches to risk assessment and 
long-term planning. In addition to the key findings of the reports, I will also share insights into 
the underlying datasets and methods, particularly with respect to the projections of future 
hydrology.  
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