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Abstract 
 
It is well-known that two stressors - changing climate and development - challenge water security at 
local/regional/national scales.  In this talk,  I explore two paths - hard and soft -  to cope up with these 
continually changing stressors. Potential gain in reservoir management  using seasonal-to-interannual 
forecasts and near-term climate change projections are first presented under the soft path. Following 
that, I present spatio-temporal patterns in national water-use efficiency and also emphasize the potential 
improvements that could be gained by demand reduction approaches. Finally, I stress the national water 
data gaps - not on the physical attributes, but more on the management and demand side - that limits our 
ability to develop robust and resilient strategies for meeting the supply and demand over the planning 
horizon. 
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